
Divestiture of Electric Generation Assets / 980125
SOURCE:  Sierra Energy and Risk Assessment, Inc.

Figure 4.12-2
San Francisco Operating Criteria
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The Martin Separation Scheme
is a procedure employed by PG&E's system 
operators to avoid a blackout in San Francisco.  
Should a severe system disturbance occur that 
causes voltages and frequencies in San Francisco to fall 
below specified thresholds, all of the 115-kV and 230-kV 
transmission lines between Martin Substation and San Mateo 
Substation, to the south, are automatically opened.  This action 
completely disconnects the power grid in San Francisco from the rest of 
the grid.  There must be enough generation operating in San Francisco to 
serve all of the uninterruptible loads.

SAN FRANCISCO 
OPERATING 

CRITERIA

The San Francisco Operating 
Criteria (SFOC) requires that 

sufficient generation be on-line
at the Potrero and Hunters Point 

power plants, at all times, to 
serve all of the uninterruptible 

load in San Francisco should 
the Martin Separation 

Scheme be activated.
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